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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

1. Claims 1-8, 10-12 and 14-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5,042,791 (Stemmie). 

Regarding claim 1 , Figs. 1 and 8 show a media handling system for an image 
forming device (including 10) configured with a primary media path (from 28 to 30 and 
then past 32, 39, 33 and into 34) and a duplex media path (from 39 to 42 in Figs. 1 and 
8, and then past 40 in Fig. 8 and back up through 88 in Fig. 1 and into 28), the media 
handling system comprising: 

a media feeder (including 84 and 83 in Fig. 8) positioned adjacent to one side of 
the image forming device (10) and configured to input print media (Fig. 8) into the 
duplex media path (i.e., input print media at the outlet of 40 in Fig. 8) of the image 
forming device (including 10), and the media feeder (including 84 and 83 in Fig. 8) being 
positioned to not be part of the duplex media path. 

Regarding claim 2, Figs. 1 and 8 show that the duplex media path is a 
substantially horizontal media path. In as much as applicant does not set any specific 
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angular tolerance limits for the term "substantially horizontal", it is the examiner's 
position that the duplex path of Stemmie is substantially horizontal. 

Regarding claim 3, Figs. 1 and 8 show that the media feeder (including 84 and 
83 in Fig. 8) is configured to automatically input non-imaged media into the duplex 
media path of the image forming device. See also column 9, line 68 to column 10, line 
3. 

Regarding claim 4, Figs. 1 and 8 show that the media feeder (including 84 and 
83 in Fig. 8) includes a high-capacity media storage unit (83) to store a quantity of 
media. 

Regarding claim 5, Figs. 1 and 8 show that the media feeder (including 84 and 
83) is configured to be detachably mounted to the one side of the image fomning device. 
More specifically, Figs. 1 and 8 show different units that can be added to the bottom of 
the image forming device (including 10). Fig. 1 shows a unit having only a duplex 
device (40) that can be added to the image forming device, while Fig. 8 shows an 
alternative unit with a duplex device (40) as well as a media feeder (including 84 and 
83) that can be added to the image forming device. As such, these different units can 
be attached and detached. 

Regarding claim 6, Fig. 1 shows a media output unit (including 34) configured to 
be positioned adjacent to the one side of the image forming device (including 10) to 
receive media discharged from the image forming device. 
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Regarding claim 7, Figs. 1 and 8 show that the media feeder (including 84 and 
83 in Fig. 8) and the media output unit (including 34) are configured to be vertically- 
stacked to reduce a footprint of the image forming device. 

Regarding claim 8, Figs. 1 and 8 show that the media feeder (including 84 and 
83 in Fig. 8) and the media output unit (including 34) are integral within a housing (i.e., 
the entire outer casing). 

Regarding claim 10, Figs. 1 and 8 show a media handling apparatus for inputting 
non-imaged media (Fig. 8) into an image forming device (including 10) having a primary 
media path (from 28 to 30 and then past 32, 39, 33 and into 34) along which an image 
is formed on a print media, the handling apparatus comprising: 

a return media path (from 39 to 42 in Figs. 1 and 8, and then past 40 in Fig. 8 
and back up through 88 in Fig. 1 and into 28) configured to selectively receive imaged 
print media (31) from the primary media path and return the imaged media (31) to the 
primary media path for multiple imaging; 

a media input unit (including 84 and 83 in Fig. 8) configured for attachment to 
one side of the image forming device (including 10) to input non-imaged media (Fig. 8) 
into the return media path of the image forming device (i.e.. input print media at the 
outlet of 40 in Fig. 8), where the media input unit (including 84 and 83 in Fig. 8) is 
positioned where the return media path does not return the imaged media (31) across 
the media input unit (including 84 and 83 in Fig. 8) during duplex printing; and 



Application/Control Number: 10/627.560 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3653 

a media output unit (including 34 in Fig. 1) for receiving imaged media (31) 
discharged from tlie primary media patfi, the media output unit (including 34) being 
configured for attachment to the one side of the image forming device (including 10) and 
stacked above of the media input unit (including 84 and 83 in Fig. 8). 

Regarding claim 11, Figs. 1 and 8 show that the return media path is a 
substantially horizontal path. In as much as applicant does not set any specific angular 
tolerance limits for the term "substantially horizontal", it is the examiner's position that 
the duplex path of Stemmie is substantially horizontal. 

Regarding claim 12, Figs. 1 and 8 show that the media input unit (including 84 
and 83 in Fig. 8) further comprises a media storage unit (83) to store a quantity of non- 
imaged media. 

Regarding claim 14, Figs. 1 and 8 show that the media feeder (including 84 and 
83) is configured to be detachably mounted to the one side of the image forming device. 
More specifically, Figs. 1 and 8 show different units that can be added to the bottom of 
the image forming device (including 10). Fig. 1 shows a unit having only a duplex 
device (40) that can be added to the image forming device, while Fig. 8 shows an 
alternative unit having a duplex device (40) and a media feeder (including 84 and 83) 
that can be added to the image forming device. As such, these different units can be 
attached and detached. 
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Regarding claim 15, Figs. 1 and 8 show that the media input unit (including 84 
and 83 in Fig. 8) and the media output unit (including 34 in Fig. 1) are integral within a 
common housing (I.e.. the entire outer casing). 

Regarding claim 16. Figs. 1 and 8 show an image forming apparatus comprising: 

a housing (Fig. 1) having at least one wall; 

an image forming unit (including 14) provided within the housing for forming an 
image onto print media; 

a media storage unit (including 83 in Fig. 8) configured to store a supply of non- 
imaged print media; 

a primary media path (from 28 to 30 and then past 32, 39, 33 and into 34) for 
carrying print media to the image forming unit (including 14) for imaging; 

a duplex media path (from 39 to 42 in Figs. 1 and 8, and then past 40 in Fig. 8 
and back up through 88 in Fig. 1 and into 28) configured to receive imaged print media 
from the primary media path and return the imaged print media to the primary media 
path for duplex imaging where the returned imaged media is not returned to the media 
storage unit (including 83 in Fig. 8) during the duplex imaging; and 

the duplex media path (from 39 to 42 in Figs. 1 and 8, and then past 40 in Fig. 8 
and back up through 88 in Fig. 1 and into 28) being configured to receive non-imaged 
print media (media in Fig. 8) from the media storage unit (including 83 in Fig. 8) and to 
input the non-imaged print media to the primary media path for imaging. 
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Regarding claim 17, Fig. 1 shows a media output unit (including 34) positioned to 
receive imaged print media discharged from the primary media path where the media 
storage unit (including 83 in Fig. 8) and the media output unit (including 34) are stacked 
to reduce a footprint of the image forming apparatus. 

Regarding claim 18, Figs. 1 and 8 show a media feeder (84) to feed the non- 
imaged print media from the media storage unit (including 83 in Fig. 8) to the duplex 
media path. 

Regarding claim 19, Figs. 1 and 8 show that the media storage unit (including 83 
in Fig. 8) and the media output unit (including 34) are contained within a common 
housing (i.e., the entire outer casing). 

2. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by U.S. Patent 
No. 5,042,791 (Stemmie) or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over 
U.S. Patent No. 5,042,791 (Stemmie) in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,724,642 (Cala). 

Regarding claim 21, Fig. 1 of Stemmie shows a gate (39) that determines 
whether print media is inputted into the primary media path (including 33) or the duplex 
media path (including 42). Inherent in the operation of this gate is some sort of logic to 
determine whether print media is to be inputted into the primary media path or the 
duplex media path. Alternatively, the Cala patent discloses that it is well known to 
operate sheet deflecting fingers via logic (e.g., signals from a microprocessor) to direct 
sheets to different paths. See, e.g., gate 24 in Fig. 1, column 3, lines 8-25 and column 
4, lines 4-8 of the Cala patent. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
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art at the time the invention was made to control the gate (39) of Stemmie via signals 
from a microprocessor (logic) because this is the way that gates (sheet deflecting 
fingers) are conventionally operated in the art, as taught by the Cala patent. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 9, 1 3 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 5,042,791 (Stemmie) as applied to claims 6, 10 and 
16 above, and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,308,948 (Azumi). Regarding claims 
9, 13 and 20, the Stemmie patent discloses all of the features of these claims, except 
for a media finishing device. 

The Azumi patent discloses that it is well known to provide an output unit (20) 
with a stapler (including 21) to allow a plurality of sheet bundles to be fomned in the 
output unit (20). See, e.g.. Abstract. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the output unit (Including 34) of 
Stemmie with a stapler (media finishing device) to allow a plurality of sheet bundles to 
be formed, as taught by Azumi. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1,10 and 16 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See 
MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Thomas A. Morrison whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-7221 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, Sam - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Gene Crawford can be reached on (571) 272-691 1 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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